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CELEBRATING 90 YEARS OF PERTH BIBLE COLLEGE:
TRAINING FOR MINISTRY AND SERVICE
It’s a bit of a stretch for most of us to even
think about what might have happened
90 years ago. But there are still some with
memories of that time. The College’s
founder, the Rev Carment Urquhart, had a
number of children. One of these, Emily,
is still living in Perth. Born in 1933, just a
few years after Perth Bible College was
founded, Emily has for many years run
the Wattle Grove Baptist Prayer Meetings.
These meetings are focused on supporting
missionaries. The College has often been
invited to share its vision and mission at
these meetings.
This year marks the ninetieth year of Perth Bible College continuously
training Christians for the mission of the gospel. On the 22nd of May,
a special dinner was held in conjunction with the AGM for board
members, faculty, staff, students, alumni, and supporters to celebrate
this remarkable milestone.

1 College Court
Karrinyup WA 6018
Australia

It was our privilege to welcome Emily Urquhart to the College’s 90th
Anniversary celebration. Without hesitation, she took up the offer to
speak about her dad, and his passion for training others for ministry. We
were truly blessed: years of a life devoted to Jesus Christ have shaped
Emily into a mature, wise, and gifted woman. She spoke about her
family life and the early years of the College, as well as its students and
facilities. It was wonderful to hear her speak from a faith that is focused
on mission, reflecting the heart of her father in launching the college all
those years ago.

Phone: +61 (0)8 9243 2000
Email: college@pbc.wa.edu.au

Dr. Garth Eichhorn
Chair BoM

www.pbc.wa.edu.au
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QUALITY EDUCATION SCORE
The Australian Government annually funds surveys conducted among recent higher education students and
graduates, which provide valuable information on student experience and graduate outcomes. The most
recent Student Experience Survey delivered very pleasing results for PBC when compared with national
averages across a total of 99 higher education institutions.
Perth Bible College

National Average

Overall Quality of Educational Experience

95.7%

79.9%

Teaching Quality

95.7%

81.5%

Learner Engagement

86.4%

64.2%

Learning Resources

90.9%

85.2%

Student Support

95.5%

72.0%

Skills Development

95.7%

81.2%

Hanlie Van Rooyen
Lecturer

BACHELOR OF SOCIAL SCIENCE
This year Perth Bible College was delighted to announce the addition of the
Bachelor of Science, with majors in Counselling or Chaplaincy, to our suite of
courses. Our Bachelor of Ministry graduates have for years enjoyed completing
a degree with majors in these two areas that has equipped them to work in
various pastoral ministry roles. The addition of the Bachelor of Social Science
now provides graduates the opportunity to work in a wider and more diverse
range of settings.
This three-year full time, or part time equivalent, course is designed to enable
students who have a passion for the areas of counselling and chaplaincy
to develop extensive knowledge, skills and competencies required to work
effectively in all environments. The course includes theological content
designed to enable students to engage critically with the world from a biblical
perspective coupled with the critical analysis of psychological principles and
core counselling models.
The PBC motto “to serve with integrity” is seen clearly in the structure of our Bachelor of Social Science.
The course combines rigorous coursework, experiential learning and mentoring relationships into a
comprehensive educational experience intended to prepare counselors and chaplains to work in a variety
of settings with a wide range of clients. We have had a really enjoyable first year, with students engaging
deeply in the many experiential elements of the units in a warm and supportive learning environment.
Likewise, the students have been developing the academic skills that will enable them to achieve well
academically and gain the confidence required to pursue postgraduate studies.
Are you ready to become a competent and well-equipped professional who would like to make a powerful
difference in the world today? We look forward to hearing from you to discuss this degree course in
greater detail.
Gillian Dixon
Dean of Students
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FOUNDATIONAL MISSION PERSPECTIVES
Foundational Mission Perspectives is an exciting unit because it cuts to the
heart of our Heavenly Father’s agenda for his creation, that is, his mission to
reconcile all things to himself through the person and work of his son, Jesus
Christ. It is the church’s joy to participate in this mission by following Jesus
through the empowering of the Holy Spirit to be his agents of reconciliation.
Students enrolling in this unit will gain insight into this remarkable privilege
by considering (1) the history of the church on mission (the good, the bad,
and the ugly!); (2) the Trinitarian heart of mission as it proceeds from the
Father, Son, and Spirit; and (3) the missional issues facing the church in the
early 21st century.
While not all people are called to be full-time ministers or missionaries in
the typical sense of the term, each person has a mission field and is called
to be a witness in their respective environment; whether it be in their home,
workplace, sports club, or elsewhere. Either way, an understanding of the
history of missions and the God who engages people through mission is
vital for understanding our place in God’s story as it continues to unfold in
our own time and place.
Dr David Shaw
Lecturer

CURRENT STUDENT PROFILE: HERMANUS REINECKE
Life is a journey, and sometimes it takes some strange and unusual turns with
us all. As I was about to finish a three-year diploma of ministry in South Africa,
just over a year ago, I started to look at options to further my studies in ministry.
After some careful consideration, I decided that PBC would be the solution
to further my studies. The fact that PBC offers degrees that are internationally
recognised and of a high standard fulfilled one of the significant expectations
I set for myself. The first step from South Africa was to obtain the enrolment
offer from the college. The whole process was clear and easy to work through.
It was a hard and expensive exercise that took some careful planning from
myself and my family. The fact that I had to be in a foreign country for at least
a year was a daunting prospect, to say the least.
Once I had received the application forms from Marci, the ball was rolling, and before I knew it, I was standing
in front of her at PBC’s reception. The experience from day one was pleasant; it felt as if I had become part
of a close-knit family. Being an International and older student, I expected to have some issues to fit in with
the local student body. This was, however, an unnecessary concern as I became “one of us” from day one.
PBC has all the necessary resources and educational material that I need, not only to get started with my
studies but also to reach my goal to earn a degree. Such emphasis is placed on students to reach their full
potential that, at times, I feel deeply loved (if I may say such a thing). The general atmosphere at the college
is relaxed and well suited for studying. Depending on the availability of funds, I plan to complete the first year
of my Bachelor’s degree next year. I will have to do this part-time, however, as I must work to pay for my
studies. I am glad that I chose to study at PBC and am thankful for being accepted as a student. The year at
PBC was a blast and well worth every effort that I had to put into this venture.
Hermanus B
Current Student
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ACADEMIC PROFILE: DR DAVID SMITH
Perth Bible College’s motto “Thinking Service” points to the College’s
determination to integrate excellent academic research, teaching, and
theological studies with the practical lifework of believers in their service
to God in and through their local churches. Dr David Smith, as Principal of
PBC, serves as an inspiring example to both the faculty and the students
of such a commitment to deep theological thinking and practical ministry.
David is an Elder in his local church where he regularly preaches and
teaches. He is currently, also, the National Chair of his denomination,
the “Christian Community Churches of Australia”. David is, furthermore,
a member of the denomination’s “International Planning Group”, and
also serves on two other denominational boards. His commitment to
practical ministry also extends to cross-cultural service. David is the chair
of “Serve Cambodia” and has led International Mission Teams (IMT) from
Perth Bible College to Cambodia and Africa since 2008.
David lectures at PBC in the fields of Pastoral Ministry, Leadership, Preaching, Theology and Hermeneutics.
His research has includes developing a new approach to preaching. This formed part of his Masters’ degree
and was, entitled “The Preaching Community”. His doctoral thesis, now also available as a book, is entitled
“Practical Theological Ecclesiology.” The research focusses on helping churches to consider and integrate
the theological essence of being a church with the practical actions by which the church is called to express
those actions. He argues that churches are often blind to the reasons why they do certain things. This
“blindness is most often the result of the churches’ lack of a deep theological understanding of what the
church “is” and is “called to be”, rather than just what the church and church members are supposed to “do”
in the world.
David has had a busy year in 2018. He has lectured across the world - to refugees in Africa, theologians
in the USA, pastors in Cambodia and students in Australia. Next year he will be a keynote speaker at the
“International Brethren Conference on Mission” (IBCM) in Rome. This conference draws delegates from over
one hundred and fifty countries. David will present a plenary session on “Cultural Leadership” and also lead
three workshops on “Trinitarian Relational Theology.” To top this off, he will also be a keynote speaker at the
Ninth International Brethren History Conference in Devon, UK. Before all this talking, David and Judy plan to
take long service leave for the first semester of next year. We pray that they will have a wonderful time of rest.
Dr Andre van Oudtshoorn
Dean of Academics & Research

STUDENT COMMENTS:
“Academic rigor & community.
Staff are excellent and thorough
with marking.”
“The time and space to learn
about God and his word, learning
from people who are passionate
about their areas of expertise.”
“Content, thought provoking and
challenging. Safe environment
to wrestle and question ideas,
content etc.”
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“The degree to which my own
presuppositions and beliefs have
been challenged, encouraging
deep and reflective study.
A deeper foundation and
understanding of God and his
plan for me.”
“The best aspects of the course
have been the quality and
approachability of the lecturers.
Also the inclusiveness of the
college, everyone is encouraged
to participate and made to feel
welcome.”

“The best aspects of doing this
Diploma of Ministry is that it
helps challenges your weakness
and makes them into your strong
points for Ministry. They help you
to know God better and to serve
him for what he has called me to
do here on earth. At Perth Bible
College they taught me new
skills like writing a report, journal,
essays and to study the word
of God, and they help me grow
as a Christian for ministry. They
have helped me many times in
my studies and they gave me the
ability of self learning.”
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CAMBODIA MISSION TEAM: JULY 2018
This year was another successful year of taking current students to Cambodia to work with “Serve Cambodia”
and “Fellowship of Hope”. We had a team of seven students and two staff members. Most of the students
went on the trip as part of their course. The trip extended over two and a half weeks, giving students
a significant cross-cultural experience. One student expressed their experiences in one sentence, “It was
challenging, confronting, but ultimately life changing.”
The team prepared teaching materials and spent a week and a half teaching at three education centers. The
first two days, were spent visiting culturally significant places around Phnom Penh to give the students a
clearer understanding of the context in which they were going to minister. The team enjoyed working with
the children, ministering among the youth and take part in church services. The second half of the trip was
the “Pastors’ and Leaders’ Conference” held at Siem Reap on the theme of “Living Hope”. One hundred and
ten church leaders from all over Cambodia participated. The team attended, and also participated in running
workshops and teaching on different topics at the conference.
All the students enjoyed the mission trip to Cambodia.
According to them the highlight of the trip were spending
time with the children in the classroom, working closely
with “Serve Cambodia” staff, the opportunities to help
teach both in the schools and churches, spending time
with the team and reflecting on what God is doing in the
life of each team member, as well as being challenged
and taken out of their comfort zones. The impact and
influence we have had on each other is indescribable.
PBC has been a privileged to serve the Lord in this way
through our partnership with “Serve Cambodia” and
“Fellowship of Hope”.
Marci Cohen
Team Leader

“The class interaction between
students and lecturers, and
students and students.”
“Advancement of biblical
and theological knowledge,
interaction with a diverse
community.”
“The best aspects of the
course have definitely been the
challenges to my preconceived
ideas and the stimulus that has
caused me to challenge my own
ideas and thus learn.”

“Stimulating material.
Knowledgeable, energetic,
enthusiastic and caring lecturers.
Competent, caring and friendly
support staff. Real community.”
“In this first year of my Diploma
of Ministry the positive part of
it is that: I improved in my skills
in some areas where I was not
good at before. Continuing from
here I feel much better than I
was in terms of analysis, writing,
speaking and understanding
some theological terms.”

“Interacting with students
of various traditions who all
shed a different light on topics
discussed. The community
fostered over lunch times is
really important, and I have loved
the informal conversations with
other students about topics
covered in class.”
“To gain a better understanding
of how to interpret and
understand scripture.”
“Study environment and the
community at PBC is the best.”
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CONSIDERING STUDYING AT PBC?
PBC provides many opportunities to get to know the Word of God and its implications for our lives, the
church and the world and to be equipped with practical skills to serve the Kingdom of God better. PBC has
full-time, part-time and external study options available. Contact the College if you want to find out more
about studying in 2019, or visit the website to see the full range of courses and subjects which will be on
offer in the first semester.
PBC HELPS PROVIDE THE SKILLS FOR STUDENTS TO STUDY THEOLOGY
FOR THE FIRST TIME AND ENJOY IT
Many people feel intimidated by the thought of studying theology at a tertiary level, And yet, they may feel
a deep sense of God’s call to enter some form of full-time ministry. Others may be aware of a growing,
insatiable need to know the Bible and its significance better. At Perth Bible College we are aware that God
calls people from all walks of life to serve him. God does not seem much concerned about our perceived
lack of ability or experience when inviting us into his service. With God all things are possible. It is essential
to focus on where God wants to take us rather than on the place from which we start and the things which
may hinder us along the way.
To help students who are unsure of their ability to study, do assignments, and exams, PBC has developed
a subject entitled “Effective Academic Communication”. The lecturer of this unit accompanies students
through all their assessment items and help them develop the required skills and resources to succeed in
their studies. We have found that people who sincerely believe that God has called them to know him better
and therefore undertake full-time or part-time theological studies, very rarely fail if we provide them with
the right support and encouragement. The assessment items for the “Effective Academic Communication”
unit are linked directly to the assessment items in other, concurrent, first-year subjects and thereby making it
easier for students to succeed in those units. This unit is, furthermore, designed to develop a solid foundation
for further theological study. It seeks to introduce the tools needed for critical theological reflection and
practice.
LEARN HOW TO READ AND INTERPRET THE BIBLE RESPONSIBLY
How can you ensure that you are interpreting the Bible responsibly and correctly? How does one capture
the main thoughts of a passage in the Bible? These are common questions for anyone who wishes to
seriously engage with God’s Word, especially those who are required to teach the Word to others, whether it
is leading a Bible study in a small group fellowship, or through doing some preaching. The unit “Interpreting
the Bible” not only helps to answer these questions but also provides a foundation for all biblical study. It
equips students to analyse and interpret the Bible responsibly and creatively by bridging the gap between the
world of the Bible and our modern world.
“Interpreting the Bible” deals with different approaches to understanding Scripture. Students are helped to
discern the meaning of the text to the original readers and then to discover how we can effectively apply the
message to our world and lives today. Students also consider how much easier it is for us to read meaning
into the text, rather than let the text confront our worldview and presuppositions. This unit lies at the heart
of all Biblical and systematic theological studies. As such it thus integrates with all New Testament, Old
Testament and Systematic theological subjects.
GET TO KNOW THE STORY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT AND BE CHANGED FOREVER
Although most of the Old Testament is written as a story or narrative, it is seldom read as such. Thus,
the purpose of this unit “Old Testament Introduction A” is to look at how we should interpret Genesis to
Nehemiah as an epic narrative about God’s ongoing dealings with his chosen people to realise his plan for
the world.
The unit starts off by looking at what a narrative is, how it functions and how it should be read. With this as a
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basis, we will be looking at the ‘big picture’ story of the Old Testament and then start to focus on the building
blocks that make up this narrative. Furthermore, we will also ask how the author, through his narrative, draws
his audience into his story-world and changes their worldview.
With the author as our guide, we will enter into the world of the narrative. Through his eyes, we will meet
different characters and experience another world. We will also look at the interaction between the characters
in the various stories and in the process learn to identify and get to know the main character better – who
he or she is and what they are like. The main character of the Old Testament as a whole is, of course, God
himself.
Having engaged with the characters in the story and experienced another world, we will hopefully leave
the narrative-world with a different perspective on God, ourselves and the world in which we live. The hope
is that the narrative would have fulfilled its God-given purpose in that it has changed our worldview and,
thereby, has changed us.
GETTING TO GRIPS WITH THE GOSPELS AND ACTS
The subject “Introduction to the New Testament A” provides an exciting opportunity to get to grips with the
New Testament narratives about the person and work of Jesus on earth as well as the work of the Holy Spirit,
and how these insights should fashion our understanding of the God whom we worship. “Introduction to
the New Testament A” enables students to explore the background, purpose and overall message of the four
Gospels, and Acts. In this subject students also consider critical theological themes within these books, such
as the person of Jesus, the kingdom of God and the mission of the church.
For any person involved in ministry, it is essential to know the Bible and its overall message well. But this
cannot be done unless we understand the story of Jesus, both in the light of the meta-narrative of Scripture
and in the historical context within which the story unfolds. Students will discover that this narrative is
not only objective but also intersects their personal lives, as the reality of a risen Saviour calls them to be
participants in the continuation of a story that brings life and hope to the world. Not only will students grow
in confidence by coming to grips with God’s bigger picture, but this unit will also provide a solid foundation
for further in-depth studies of the New Testament.
Dr Andre van Oudtshoorn
Dean of Academics & Research

STEPPING UP VIA EMAIL
Perth Bible College is now also publishing Stepping Up
electronically and can send it directly to your email account.
The electronic format saves time and money and also benefits
the environment. We are aware that the electronic version
may not suit all of our supporters and we do not want anyone
to miss out on receiving news from the College. Stepping Up
will thus continue to be published as a hard copy and sent
to you by mail. If receiving Stepping Up via email is a good
option for you, please email us at college@pbc.wa.edu.au or
contact us by phone on 9243 2000. Don’t forget to check
out our facebook page which provides ongoing news about
events at the College.
Your interest and support are much appreciated. The
theological education of leaders to serve the church and the
Kingdom of God is of strategic importance. Thank you for
participating in the work of PBC through your prayers.
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