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YOUR BIG, FAT, PBC
WEDDING DEGREE
Paul prayed that the church in
Ephesus along with all followers of
Jesus, would grasp “the extravagant
dimensions
of
Christ’s
love.”
According to The Message he advises
them: “Reach out and experience the
breadth! Test its length! Plumb the
depths! Rise to the heights! Live full
lives, full in the fullness of God.” At
PBC we want to do just this. For this
reason we have structured our
courses to present our students with
the big picture of what God has done,
and continues to do, in our world.
Our students are more than passive
“learners”, they are co-explorers who
in every class embark on a fresh
journey to understand more of God’s

love under the prayerful guidance of
the faculty.
Students who enroll at PBC can start
their theological journey on a
Diploma of Ministry level and
progress through an Advanced
Diploma, or Bachelor of Ministry
degree. From there they can
complete a Masters degree in
Theology. Students who already have
any other degree can join the journey
by enrolling in a Graduate Diploma or
a Masters of Divinity degree. And
now, we are happy to announce,
students can finish the formal part of
their journey by doing a Ph.D through
PBC at an affordable cost.
(Continued on page 6)
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Introducing—Meseret Cohen
After finishing high school, I
wanted to experience the city
life and explore my future.
Consequently, I decided to
move from Dunsborough to
Perth in 2014.
I have a passion for children,
so I started studying to
become
an
Educational
Assistant at TAFE, but soon
realised that this wasn’t the
right path for me. The following April I experienced God’s
grace and dedicated my life to him. Although unsure, I
completed my studies at TAFE and then began
considering the prospects of taking a year off to study at
Bible College. As most of my family studied at PBC, I
decided to also study at PBC. It was, however, a real step
of faith to apply for the “Take a Year and Make a
Difference” course, which I started in July.

Soon after starting college, I went on my first mission trip
to West Timor. As it was an enjoyable trip, I joined the
PBC team to Cambodia in 2015 . During this outreach God
affirmed the call into cross cultural ministry, and this
inspired me to invest into my theological studies more. At
the end of 2016 I travelled to Africa and in particular
Ethiopia, my birth country, to train Christian pastors and
leaders. In the future I want to return to my country and
work among my people, especially the children and
women.
Initially, I was invited to work one day a week at PBC and
focus on the missions area of the college, but in recent
months the previous receptionist Tia has stepped into a
student services role which has opened up the reception
role of the college. My role as a receptionist allows me to
serve students and staff and work on the expansion of
the International Mission Teams. Whilst working at the
college I am also studying social change and development
through the University of Newcastle.

Where Are They Now? – Bruce Liu
My journey at PBC started from the second semester of
2010, and it finished in June 2016. Normally it should take a
student 4.5 years to complete what I have done (MDiv and
MTh), but I have chosen to take a bit longer than usual so
that I could enjoy every bit of it
(which I did!) without feeling
rushed.

During my studies, I was passionate about preaching,
teaching, and doing research. I hoped that after I finished
my studies I could serve in a position where I could preach,
teach and continue to study the word of God in depth. And
now I am really grateful that, as of
September 2016, not long after I graduated,
I have been serving as the pastor of the
English congregation of the Perth Chinese
Christian Church. My church is the first
Chinese church in WA, and it has two other
congregations – Mandarin and Cantonese. It
is a great privilege for me now to work with
two wonderful co-pastors who share the
same passions and who dearly love the Lord
and our brothers and sisters.

When my theological education
began at PBC, my family also
moved into one of the oncampus units. Back then my
eldst son wasn’t even one-yearold. But when I finished my
studies and left campus last
year, my youngst son had
If the Lord wills, I would love to do further
already turned 5! In the six
Bruce, Daniel, Jo-Anna and David
studies in the near future, perhaps in the
years of living on campus, my
field of practical theology or the New
fellow classmates have become
Testament. But for now, I’d like to devote the next few
close friends. My kids also have become friends with their
years in pastoral ministry. I pray that God will keep me
kids! That’s why for me and my whole family, PBC has been
faithful in serving him and his people at PCCC.
and will always be home!
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David Shaw Awarded
a Doctorate in New Testament
We congratulate David Shaw and rejoice with him in
his great achievement. He writes:
In August 2017, I had the
privilege
of
successfully
defending my PhD thesis at
the University of Exeter, UK.
My thesis explored 1 Peter’s
use of the Old Testament
through the dual lenses of
Narrative Transportation and
Social Identity theories.
Among
my
conclusions was that
each OT narrative
that Peter draws
upon
reflects
characters
that
experience
the
election of God and rejection by the world.
Furthermore, God (1:15–16); Israel (2:9–10), Christ (2:4
–8; 22–25), slaves (2:18–21), Abraham (3:8), and David
(3:10–12), are presented at various times in the letter
as prototypes and/or exemplars with the goal being
that Peter’s recipients should identify with them.
Assuming that Peter succeeds in this endeavour, the
church should view their experiences as being in
continuity with their forefathers in the faith.

Consequently, their beliefs and values would likewise
be shaped such that they are motivated to act in ways
that align with these characters (e.g. the recollection of
David blessing his enemy, Saul, should encourage
recipients to emulate David in the blessing of their own
enemies. In this way, David’s story becomes the
paradigm by which they understand their own story).
Moreover, each narrative alluded to by Peter points
towards a certain resolution or climax. Israel, for
example, eventually reaches the Promised Land; David
receives the crown; Abraham ultimately takes God at
his word and it is credited to him as righteousness; and,
of course Christ, though he was crucified, is resurrected
in glory. In each instance, the protagonist goes through
difficult circumstances as an “elect sojourner” but in
each
case,
remains faithful In each instance, the protagonist
and receives their goes through difficult circumstances as an “elect sojourner” but in
inheritance.
each case, remains faithful and
In short, the
receives their inheritance.
narratives show
each character remaining faithful to God’s call and
being rewarded in kind. First Peter exhibits the same
broad outline acknowledging that believers will have
trouble in the world on account of their faith in Christ,
but they can look forward to a great inheritance should
they too remain faithful to God’s call (1:3–5; 5:10).

Papers Presented and Published
In August, Dr. Peter Elliott presented a paper entitled
“Australian proto-Pentecostals: the contribution of
the Catholic Apostolic Church” at the Pentecostal
and Charismatic Christianities in Australia
symposium, held at Western Sydney University.
Work is currently underway to publish these papers
through Brill.

Peter’s article “Duelling Ecclesiologies: 1640s
Religious Independency in Katherine Chidley’s
Separatism vs. Thomas Edwards’s Presbyterianism”
has just been published in the Journal of Religious
History, volume 41, issue 3. This is available online
for those with journal access.
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International Missions Teams
conference, aside from the excellent
teaching, included several baptisms
and even a time of reconciliation
between Cambodian and Vietnamese believers, a
remarkable development given the tension
between the two nationalities. A feet-washing

Cambodia

From late June through mid-July, a
small PBC team of students and staff
arrived in Phnom Penh, Cambodia to work in the
three Serve Cambodia schools: Harvest of Hope,
Light of Hope, and Tarsha’s Legacy Centre. This
year we focused on teaching English
language phonics and Bible literacy.
The students are always eager to learn,
and it was a joy to see many of the
teachers acquiring more skills. It was
with equal joy that the PBC team met
with our sponsor child, Srey Nith. The
sponsorship has enabled her to attend
Harvest of Hope school (photo), and
she has blossomed since the
sponsorship began. A sports carnival on
our last day with the schools was a
highlight, with the students enjoying
the friendly competition. The team also
visited the Fellowship of Hope Church,
where it is always a joy to renew old
friendships and to get to know people
better.

The conclusion of our time in Phnom Penh saw the
start of an epic road trip to Siem Reap for the
annual pastors’ conference. It was the ideal
opportunity to catch our breath after a hectic
week attending and working in a variety of
settings. The conference is a PBC funded event
which enables those who pastor rural
congregations—often with minimal financial
support—to fellowship and learn alongside others
in the same position. Highlights from the

This November, God willing, we will
be returning to Africa to continue the
IMT work. We will be going again to
Kampala, Uganda, to work among the South
Sudanese churches there. We will be commencing
a discipleship program in the South Sudanese

The IMT Cambodia Team – Ashton Watts ,Dr David Shaw,
Hanlie van Rooyen, Stephen Cressie with Srey Nith Ren

ceremony on the last night testified to the
reconciliation that had taken place and was
demonstrated vividly when a Cambodian woman
and a Vietnamese woman washed one another’s
feet. Our host, Dara, a Buddhist and owner of the
conference hotel witnessed the event and was
deeply moved.
We all departed Cambodia with happy hearts and
the expectation that God will continue to do great
things in the Cambodian community.

refugee camps near the Uganda/
South Sudan border. We will also be
starting a new IMT work in Khartoum,
the capital of Sudan, among the persecuted
churches from the Nuba Mountains.

Africa
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International Missions Teams
Uganda/South Sudan
We will be arriving in Uganda on November 27 to
hold our second conference among the South
Sudanese pastors and leaders that have been
displaced from their wartorn homeland. There are
The focus of the Sudan
now over 1 million South
conference, … will be
“Serving God with
Sudan refugees, many have
Integrity.”
moved to Uganda to
escape the violence. It is
among these people and
the network of interdenominational churches that
are seeking to support, and be a
witness to the oppressed, that we
will work. Around 200 South
Sudanese and Ugandan pastors and
leaders will attend the conference in
Kampala from November 28-30. The
focus of the conference will be
“Leading with Integrity.” It will cover
areas essential for good leadership
such as Bible interpretation,
theology, church unity, family
relationships, grace and law,
honesty and integrity. James
Samuel, a key South Sudanese
Christian leader and PBC student, will be leading
and coordinating this work in Uganda.

South Sudan Refugee Camps
This year, as an extension of the work in Kampala,
we will be travelling north to visit the South Sudan
refugee camps at Adjumani. The plan is to invite a
number of key leaders from the refugee camps to
come to Kampala for the conference and then
return with them to the refugee camps to conduct
a series of discipleship and outreach meetings from
December 1-3. Each of the camps is home to
50,000 – 100,000 South Sudanese refugees. Our

desire is to facilitate an ongoing discipleship
program in these camps.

Sudan
After spending a week in Uganda we will be
heading north to Khartoum, into Islamic ruled
Sudan. In Khartoum we will be working among the
Christians that originated in the region of the Nuba
Mountains, but who now find themselves
persecuted by the Islamic rule which prevails in
Sudan. Many of these pastors and leaders will be
coming from the rural areas to undertake the

The 2017 IMT Africa Team – Marci Cohen, Elezirig Koko,
Dr David Smith, James Samuel

training. The focus of the Sudan conference, from
December 6-8 will be “Serving God with Integrity.”
The conference aims to build a faith foundation
among the leaders that leads to allegiance to God
first rather than tribe, confronts nominalism, and
provides a pathway for deep discipleship and
faithful witness. Elezirig Koko is a key Sudanese
leader in Australia and among the churches in
Sudan. Elezirig will be leading and coordinating this
work in Uganda. He is currently undertaking
studies at PBC.
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International Missions Teams
2017 IMT Conference Summary
Country

City

Dates

Focus
“Serving with
Integrity”

Cambodia

Siem Reap

July 11-15

Uganda/
South Sudan

Kampala

November 28th – 30th

Uganda/
South Sudan

Adjumani

December 1 – 2

Sudan

Khartoum

December 6th – 8th

st

nd

Participants

Cost

100

$15000 or $150 per
leader

200

$15000 or $75 per
leader

Refugee Camps:

50 leaders

Discipleship &
Outreach

1000s of
people

“Serving God with
100
Integrity”

$5000 or $100 per
leader
$12000 or $120 per
leader

(Conference costs differ in each country)
All participants in the countries we work
in are expected to contribute to the cost
of the training according to their means.
However, the leaders who attend these conferences
are mostly very poor, many surviving from day to day.
To be able to attend these conferences they need
others like us to assist in meeting the transport, food,
and accommodation costs.

training of the conference delegates. If
you are able to assist, tax deductible
donations can be made via the Perth
Bible College website (pbc.wa.edu.au/donate, or click
on the donate button at the bottom of the home page)
or complete the enclosed or attached partner form.

Giving

We invite you to share financially and prayerfully in
this work. All funds raised go towards supporting the

(Continued from page 1)

PBC hopes to further expand its range of courses to
help students grasp the richness of the gospel by
providing a new Bachelor of Social Science degree
next year: majoring in Counselling in Chaplaincy.
Please pray for us as we go through the final stages
of planning these exciting new developments.

We want to thank you for taking the time to consider
this vital ministry. Please pray for us as we trust God
and go in faith to serve Him.

Students at PBC gain much from the
interdenominational character of PBC. It allows them
to listen to different perspectives and learn from
each other. The faculty seeks to stretch the students’
thinking within the boundaries of the College’s
statement of faith. The College also has a rich variety
of students from different cultural backgrounds
which adds even further to the students’ experience.
And we have even had a few weddings over the
years…

7

Christianity and World Religions
in culture. It is of critical importance that Christians
learn how to dialogue with people from other religions
in order to share their faith in an honest and purposeful
way.

Are you interested in how Christianity relates to world
religions? If so, PBC is offering a unit in the first
semester of 2018 that could be for you. The unit
explores the differences and similarities between
Christianity and major world religions, as well as ways
in which Christians might relate, communicate, and
witness to people of other faiths within a multicultural,
pluralistic society. Additionally, students will have the
opportunity to conduct field research to discover how
Christianity is perceived by adherents of other faiths.
Why might this be important in Australia’s present
context?
In recent years, Australia has become increasingly
multicultural at all levels of society. As such, it is
essential for students pursuing ministry opportunities,
whether at home or abroad, to gain an awareness of
other people’s worldview, religions, and cultures, in
order to develop principles and strategies for relating to
them and engaging them in dialogue. Consequently, the
aim of this unit is to broaden the student’s
understanding of the beliefs and practices of several
major world religions, and the way they are expressed

We would also like to acknowledge Concerned
Christian Growth Ministries (CCGM) for their support
of the Missions chair at PBC. Their generosity has
allowed select students to undertake missions units at
considerable discount and permitted the opportunity
for cross-cultural encounters in a variety of
international settings including Africa and South-East
Asia. By enrolling in this unit, one student will be
eligible for a scholarship that will fund part of their fees
for this particular unit. Queries may be sent to
college@pbc.wa.edu.au.

DEGREE & DIPLOMA SUBJECTS DURING SEMESTER 1, 2018
Starts Tuesday, February 20
Enrol now! Full-time, Part-time, or External Studies
FEE HELP is available for Australian students

 Study Skills



Christ and the Holy Spirit

 Effective Academic Communication



Models for Pastoral Counselling

 Old Testament Intro A*



Preaching

 New Testament Intro A*



Christianity and World Religions

 Interpreting the Bible*



Supervised Field Education

 Personal Ministry and Formation A*



Greek A

 Old Testament Studies A—Genesis
For more information, please call Gillian Dixon on 9243 2000.
* Subjects Offered as External Studies
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Student Profile—Matt Schubert
our youth ministry, and was asked to come onto our
church’s Leadership Council. While studying and
serving, seemingly out of nowhere, I felt a strong call
to pastoral ministry and knew I would do further
study along that pathway in the future.

I began my journey with PBC at the beginning of this
year, embarking on a three-year Bachelor of
Ministry. I’m 21 years of age, grew up in a Christian
home and have
belonged
to
Rockingham
Lutheran Church for
most of my life,
where I am blessed
to now work two
days
a
week
overseeing
the
Youth & Young
Adult ministries.

After I attained my Diploma of Leadership (Church
Work), I decided to spend a year working retail,
doing some travel, and investing into our youth
ministry. During that year our church received
funding to support a paid youth ministry position,
and I began working for our church in May 2016
alongside my job at the surf shop.
By the end of 2016, I was itching to get back into the
books and I knew I wanted to begin wrestling with
theology at a deeper level. After a meeting with
Gillian, a look over the units and timetable, and a
tour of the campus, I felt peace that this was the
community in which God would have me study.

Doing “ministry” as
a job was never
something that I
had planned on, but
through God’s providence (and a sudden lack of
interest in Commerce), I deferred university after
high school and attended a Bible College in
Joondalup where I studied Christian Leadership for
one (and then two) years.

For me, a big bonus is the interdenominational
approach to study at PBC. I love being in a classroom
where I can hear such diverse perspectives, and the
discussions and banter that overflow to lunch are
just invaluable.

During this time, God was radically working on me
and developing within me a passion for Him and a
love for His people. I became more involved at my
small local church, joined the coordinating team of

I thank God that I’ve been challenged and have
grown in many ways already this year, and for all the
great people that I’ve come to consider friends.

POST GRAD SUBJECTS DURING SEMESTER 1, 2018
Starts Tuesday, February 20
Enrol now! Full-time or Part-time
FEE HELP is available for Australian students







Old Testament Intro A*
New Testament Intro A*
Interpreting the Bible*
Personal & Ministry Formation A*
Greek A







Lukan Literature
Supervised Ministry Practicum
Spiritual Leadership
Christology and Soteriology
Research Methodology

For more information, please call Gillian Dixon on 9243 2000.
* Subjects Offered as External Studies

