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INTERNATIONAL
MISSION TEAMS
INTERNATIONAL MISSION TEAMS
(IMT) is a mission ini a ve of Perth
Bible College. Since 1928, PBC has had
a heart for mission and ministry, this
con nues to today. The mission
specialisa on at PBC has more
recently focussed on developing
graduates who are equipped to be
trainers of others in cross cultural
se ngs. IMT now forms a part of the
prac cal
outworking
of
this
development.
The vision of IMT is to partner with,
encourage, and build up underresourced networks of Chris an
leaders across the world. In many
places around the world the gospel
has taken root and there are a
growing number of churches.
However, in many areas, speciﬁcally in
developing countries, the local
Chris ans do not have access to
pastoral, leadership, and Bible training
that is essen al to ensure the growth,

maturity, and future of the churches.
This area of work is one of the key
areas for mission today. The
concluding commitment of the 2010
Lausanne Congress in Cape Town,
South Africa states there is: “The need
for radical obedient discipleship,
leading to maturity, to growth in
depth as well as growth in numbers.”
It encourages all to rise to the
challenge and
“Aim to eradicate Bible ignorance
in the Church, for the Bible
remains
indispensable
for
discipling believers into the
likeness of Christ.... We long to
see a fresh convic on, gripping all
God’s Church, of the central
necessity of Bible teaching for the
Church’s growth in ministry, unity
and maturity. We rejoice in the
gi ing of all those whom Christ
(Con nued on page 2)
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David Smith Awarded
a Doctorate in Theology
David Smith, Principal of Perth Bible College, has just
received his Doctor of Theology from the University of
South Africa. His thesis is en tled “Prac cal
Theological Ecclesiology.” The thesis addresses the
division that o en exists between our understanding
of the nature of the church, its essence or what the
church is to be, and the day to day prac ces of the
church, its expression, or what the church is doing.
The problem facing us is that faith communi es o en
operate out of what is called a blind prac ce, a
situa on where the church’s expression or ac ons are
disconnected from the essence of the church. In other
words many churches have adopted a very pragma c
prac ce oriented approach to church, where ac on
and theology are separated. This thesis proposes an
approach called “Prac cal Theological Ecclesiology” as
the way forward to reintegrate the life of the faith

community. This work
develops an integrated
essence, expression, and
goal model for churches.
The model can be used
to evaluate any gaps that
may exist in either the
church’s essence, or in
its expression, as well as
highlight where the two
may not be integrated or
connected. The resul ng
picture provides a faith community with a clear path
for future improvement to ensure the ac on of the
church is grounded in what the church is called to be,
so that the church actually expresses the fullness of its
essence, which is the goal of the church.

(Con nued from page 1)

has given to the Church as pastor-teachers. We
will make every eﬀort to iden fy, encourage,
train and support them in the preaching and
teaching of God’s Word.”
It is this speciﬁc need and call that PBC seeks to
address through the IMT ini a ve. For many, training
through IMT conferences may be the only
opportunity the par cipants have of learning,
growing, and coming together as a community of
leaders.
The Strategy
In many lands and contexts, especially the underresourced rural and regional areas of the developing
world, there exists neither opportunity nor ongoing
support to ensure the con nual strengthening of the
churches that were planted. As one pastor from
South Sudan puts it:
“The missionaries have told us about the gospel and

we believed. But they never told us what it means to
be a mature Chris an.”
This leaves those people and churches open to
becoming weak, syncre s c, aﬀected by heresy, or
completely side-tracked by cults or other religions.
We believe the missional partnering approach of
iden fying key network rela onships, iden fying and
addressing par cular training and development
needs, and of sending training teams, short term yet
regularly, is one of the most eﬀec ve ways of
strengthening the churches and facilita ng a deep
(Con nued on page 3)
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Peter Elliott Presented
a Paper in the UK
During July, Peter Ellio a ended a conference at
the University of Portsmouth, England. This very
focused event was tled “The people all changed:
religion and society in
Britain during the 1650s”
and allowed for a great
sense of collegiality
amongst scholars who
specialise in the period
of the English Civil wars
and
Cromwell’s
Protectorate.
Peter
fudged the dates slightly
and presented a paper
en tled
‘Audacious
Ac on: the developing
separa sm of Katherine
Chidley 1641-1645’, which was a development of
material from his earlier Masters thesis. The

(Con nued from page 2)

genuine indigenous response. In essence it is: Short
Term Mission with Long Term Vision. Inves ng in
partnerships and leaders ensures the growth of the
churches and is one of the most eﬀec ve ways of
impac ng an en re community for Christ. What is
learned by the leaders is readily passed on to all. In
other words: Train One – Feed Many.
The strength of the work is determined by the
rela onship we have with key leaders who are
passionate about the growth of their people. In each
loca on we have iden ﬁed such key people and are
working in partnership to strengthen their network of
leaders.
We have already conducted the annual Pastors and
Leaders Conference in Cambodia (see cover photo).
Lord willing, in December we will be conduc ng two
more conferences. One will be held in the Eldoret

organisers of the conference are exploring the
possibility of publishing the papers.
While in England, Peter also caught up with Dr Tim
Grass in Oxford. Tim is an
adjunct
lecturer
at
Spurgeon’s College, London
and the author of a number
of works including Modern
Church History, F F Bruce: a
life,
and
The
Lord’s
Watchman: Edward Irving.
Tim was also an examiner of
Peter’s PhD thesis back in
2010. Although they had
been e-friends for about
eight years, this was their
ﬁrst actual mee ng. The adjacent picture shows
Peter with Tim (Tim’s the tall one!) at Ripon College,
Cuddesdon, near Oxford.

region of Kenya. Darius Kemboi, a
church leader from Kenya and a
PBC graduate, will be coordina ng
the Kenyan work. The other in
Uganda, among the South Sudan
refugee
community.
James
Samuel (see ar cle on p.6), a
key
South
Sudanese
Chris an leader and PBC
student, will be leading and
coordina ng this work in
Darius Kemboi
Uganda. We invite you to
share ﬁnancially and prayerfully
in this work. If you are able to assist, tax deduc ble
dona ons can be made via the Perth Bible College
website (pbc.wa.edu.au/donate, or click on the
donate bu on at the bo om of the home page) or
complete the enclosed partner form. Please pray for
us as we trust God and go in faith to serve Him.
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New Chair in Evangelism, Apologetics,
World Religions and Cults at PBC
The Concerned Chris ans Growth Ministries
Charitable Trust has decided to sponsor a
Concerned Chris ans Growth Ministries Chair in
Evangelism, Apologe cs, World Religions and
Cults at Perth Bible College for the next two
years. The chair will enable PBC to provide a
unique specialisa on for students enrolled in the
Bachelor of Ministry and Advanced Diploma of
Chris an Ministry.

The course and individual subjects are designed to
also serve people from the Chris an community
who want to be equipped to share their faith more
eﬀec vely with people from diﬀerent belief
systems. The subjects will include focused
seminars on topics such as How to reach out to the
Jehovah’s witnesses, Reaching Moslem believers
for Christ, How to reach out to the Mormons,
Engaging with atheists and secularists, etc.

The specialisa on will comprise ﬁve subjects which
will be delivered over four consecu ve semesters.
They are:

Perth Bible College believes there is a great need
to equip Chris an lay people and leaders to
respond eﬀec vely to the ideological and
intellectual challenges brought on by the current
shi towards a more postmodern and rela vis c
worldview in western society. We praise the Lord
for the opportunity that the Board of the
Concerned
Chris ans
Growth
Ministries
Charitable Trust through their sponsorship of this
chair provides to the College to address this ever
growing concern.







Evangelism
Apologe cs
Founda on for Mission
World Religion and Cults
In-depth research unit (as an elec ve)- by
appointment.
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Chaplaincy
Perth Bible College oﬀers an exci ng Chaplaincy
specialisa on for all students seeking to serve in the
rapidly expanding ﬁeld of Chaplaincy.
Chaplains have a unique role in the mission of the
gospel in Australia and ﬁnd themselves on the
forefront of life impac ng ministry. Chaplains are
engaged in caring roles in a range of diﬀerent
contexts such as schools, hospitals, aged care and on
the streets in entertainment areas, as well as other
sectors where normal church ac vi es are either
non-existent or forbidden. A chaplain is called to
bring the presence of God into a secular
environment, presen ng God’s restoring grace as a
non-coercive and loving response to the needs of
the people that they engage with. Chaplains are
called to be witnesses of Christ’s love to people and,
in mes of crisis and despair, the chaplain becomes
the catalyst for hope and love to break into the
situa on.
Chaplaincy units within this specialisa on stream
oﬀer students theological and ministry founda ons
that will enable them to engage with others
spiritually, emo onally and prac cally. The stream is
designed to enable students to consider how to
understand a range of situa ons and respond
appropriately as God’s representa ve. Students will
be equipped to engage meaningfully with people in
the light of the gospel and develop
pastoral rela onships that are

informed, suppor ve, at
challenging, and always hopeful.

mes

graciously

Chaplaincy Specialisa on units include Missional
Chaplaincy, Chaplaincy Processes, Models of
Pastoral Counselling, Pastoral
Counselling as Community
Care, Educa onal Chaplaincy
and
Clinical
Pastoral
Educa on.
Students who an cipate
applying to YouthCARE for
educa onal
chaplaincy
posi ons in WA’s state
schools are advised that the
core competencies for the
two essen al pre-requisites;
CHCMHS001, Work with people with mental health
issues and CHCCCS016, Respond to client needs are
included within chaplaincy units.
PBC is oﬀering Missional Chaplaincy on Thursday
evenings from 6.30pm to 9pm, during the ﬁrst
semester of 2017. The course will be presented by
Dr Garth Eichhorn who is the Director and founder
of Western Urban Missions, leading the compelling
ministry of Street Chaplains to those most needy in
the Northbridge, Fremantle, Joondalup, Busselton
and Bunbury areas.

DEGREE & DIPLOMA SUBJECTS DURING SEMESTER 1, 2017
Starts Tuesday, February 13
Enrol now! Full-time, Part-time, or External Studies
FEE HELP is available for Australian students










Study Skills
Eﬀec ve Academic Communica on
Interpre ng the Bible*
New Testament Intro A—Gospels*
Old Testament Intro A—Narra ves*
Personal Ministry and Forma on A*
Ministry in a Cross Cultural Context
Old Testament Studies B—Psalms

 The Church: Its Essence and
Expression

 Pastoral Counselling in a Chris an





Context
Founda onal Mission Perspec ves
Supervised Field Educa on
Denomina onal Polity
Missional Chaplaincy

For more informa on, please call Gillian Dixon on 9243 2000.
* Subjects Oﬀered as External Studies
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Student Profile—James Samuel
I was born in 1964 in South Sudan during a me of civil war. Growing up as a
jungle boy, who knew nothing about peace or health, I spent my life on the run,
living in forests and mountains. From my childhood un l
today, I have rarely seen peace, resolu on, or produc ve
development in my country. Pain and suﬀering, hunger
and killing, were the norm during my childhood years. I
cannot remember how old I was when my father was
taken by the Arabs. The next me I saw my father was a
number of years later when he was brought back home in
a coﬃn to be buried. My mother could not bear the
pain and a short me later she also passed away.
This was a very painful me for me.
But, thanks be to God – how great is he! – he
healed my pain when I gave my life to Christ. I
was adopted into God’s own family on May 15,
1985. God is now my heavenly father and, by the grace of Jesus, I can boldly say
that I have the joy of the Lord in my heart! I can now call God my heavenly
father.
A er giving my life to Christ, I moved to North Sudan at a me when the south
and the north were at war. In the north I was targeted because I witnessed
about Christ. With God’s help, my family and I escaped to Egypt; however,
Egypt’s security also didn’t want me in Egypt. A friend of mine, who lived in
Egypt, helped me to gain protec on within the United Na ons oﬃce. From
then on, we were under UN protec on un l we were provided with visas to
come to Australia as refugees. Praise God!
In 2005 a peace agreement was signed between the north (mainly Arab
Map: Google Earth
Muslims) and the south (mainly Africans, who are predominantly Chris ans by name, but without the
true knowledge of salva on in Christ). In 2011 South Sudan became a country in its own right and separated from the North.
Sadly, peace lasted for only 2 years. In 2013 tribal war broke out and thousands of people ﬂed to neighbouring countries.
Over 100,000 people escaped to Uganda with many more ﬂeeing to other countries.
In order to take the hope of Christ to the thousands of South Sudanese refugees, South Sudanese pastors and Chris ans in
Kampala need urgent training. We need to equip leaders to rebuild and strengthen the church’s witness among the displaced
Sudanese people. I believe that God has called me to be part of this process. The Lord willing, I will take part in a pastor’s
training conference in Uganda during December. The conference is organised by the Interna onal Mission Teams, a ministry
of Perth Bible College. As part of the program we also plan to hold evangelis c mee ngs to reach out to the people with the
message of salva on.

South Sudan
Geography

Peoples

Religion

Population: 12,200,000
Annual Growth: 0.00%
Capital: Juba
Urbanites: 18.2%

Official language: English and
Arabic
Languages: 68

Largest Religion: Christian
Christians: 7,600,000
Evangelicals 3,600,000
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Where Are They Now? – Garry Pilkington
lecturers were great examples of what they taught. It wasn't
GP: I can remember as a very young Christian, I had a strong all academic and one noticed that they applied what they
desire to attend bible college. I had a few attempts. My first were teaching to their own lives.
was in Wollongong at The Institute of Contemporary Church PBC: Where are you ministering now, and what are you doing
Leadership and my first unit was Christian Ethics—I had no there?
idea what deontological and totalitarian meant, and I never GP: Jill and I are in our third year of ministering in Wagin. I
finished the unit. am the Pastor of Wagin Baptist Church and Jill is the Chap‐
When we moved to lain at Wagin District High School. Wagin is a small wheat
Perth I looked at belt town of 1900 people. As the Pastor, I preach, attend
Tabor, and Vose Bible studies, visit people, and perform funerals and wed‐
twice, but neither of dings. My ministry is predominantly pastoral. I have complet‐
them felt comforta‐ ed a Masters Degree in Counselling and I see up to 7 clients a
ble. While hiking week from the community. Tracey Kippin and myself are
across the Stirling developing a Community Chaplain Program in an attempt to
Ranges, I remember reduce the suicides in our community. We hope that if it is
sitting and praying successful, that it may be duplicated in other communities.
and it became very We endeavour to identify, train and support members of the
obvious that I was to go to Perth Bible College. I had been community to support those within their group or club who
considering Perth Bible College before and liked the non are struggling with Suicide Ideation. The idea is to find pasto‐
denominational approach to studying the Bible.
rally minded people, invite them to training in programs
PBC: What brought you to Perth Bible College initially?

PBC: What were some of your biggest challenges as a stu‐ such as Pathways for Assisting Life, Conversations for Life,
workshops on grief and loss, and compassion fatigue. We
dent?
GP: There were many challenges, study, work, raising a fami‐ want to be involved in our community by training locals to
ly, wondering how long we could live on pasta and rice. But care for their friends and, while doing so getting to know us,
the biggest challenge was the study, all the required read‐ Wagin Baptist Church.
ing, the critical thinking, the assignments, and the exams. I PBC: What are some of your biggest challenges in rural minis‐
hated the exams. I arrived at PBC and thought I had a good try?
handle on Scripture, but realised very quickly that I didn't. I GP: The biggest challenge has been getting used to living in
remember my first assignment; I remember it being 4000 a small town where everyone knows everyone. We have
words on the history of Israel and for Graham Michie. I spent found living in the manse next to the church, made it hard to
hours researching, crafting my answers and was really switch oﬀ. One always feels that you are at work. Then,
pleased with myself. When Graham called me in to his oﬃce, there is the distance from our kids, and our 3 month old
I was thinking he wants to commend me on a great paper. grandchild, Grace.
Well, that's how the conversation start‐
PBC: What are some of the highlights
ed. Graham said, “Great paper, you have
you get to enjoy working in rural min‐
put a huge amount of work in this as‐
istry?
signment, but unfortunately it wasn't
GP: I think the biggest highlight is
the question we were asking.” Graham
that we both believe, without a
wanted the spiritual history of Israel, I
doubt, that God has called us to
wrote a paper on the physical history.
Wagin. Some of the blessing we ex‐
Graham was gracious and said he would
perience are the members of the
give me a pass, because he could see the
church who are truly faithful people
amount of work I had put in to it. That is
Wagin Baptist Church (Derek Graham)
and who have a heart for God. Then, the
my first memory of PBC and it has stayed
pace
of
country
life
and the friendly people. There are no
with me. I think it played a big part in me staying at PBC. The
roundabouts, traﬃc lights and no peak hour traﬃc. Jill and I
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André van Oudtshoorn on Study Leave
Dr. Andre van Oudtshoorn has been on study leave during
the second semester, although he s ll hopes to run a New
Testament Greek Reading and Transla on class en tled:
Brush up on your Greek and reinvigorate your preaching
and teaching. Andre will be spending his me working on
a number of projects. The primary project is comple ng
his book en tled Facing Evil: Living as Chris ans in a
Rebellious World. SCM Press have indicated that they
would be interested in publishing the book, if it be
supplied with a foreword by a theologian who is wellknown in Europe or the USA.
In se ng out his proposal for the book Andre wrote the
following:
People face evil, in some form or another, every day. It is
important to equip pastors and church leaders to develop
a Biblically grounded theological framework to help
believers interpret and confront the diﬀerent
manifesta ons of evil that they may encounter in the
world. Without such a framework pastors and church
leaders o en resort to superﬁcial explana ons and trite
solu ons which cannot stand the test of Scripture, nor the
harsh reality of evil and sin. Without good preaching and
teaching on this topic ordinary Chris ans easily fall prey to
false comfort or groundless supers ons and fear. This
book aims to contribute to the development of a
responsible theological framework for dealing with sin and
evil.
The book is intended for pastors, theological students and
serious lay church leaders. It promotes a “generous”
evangelical theological approach. I develop my own cri cal

contribu on to the on-going
theological discussion from a
broadly
Reformed
perspec ve. This is built on
the implica ons of a salva onhistorical
eschatological
approach
to
our
understanding of God and his
ac ons in overcoming evil.
The idea of a monis c
understanding
of
God,
whereby everything that
happens is determined by
him, is challenged. I point out that already in the Old
Testament, there was an alterna ve will to that of God at
work in the world, exempliﬁed in Israel's sinful rebellion
against God.
This book is unique in that each chapter deals with a
par cular aspect of sin and evil using a Systema c
theological approach. The implica ons of these reﬂec ons
for other theological disciplines, such as Ethics, Prac cal
Chris an living, Pastoral Care, Spirituality, Worship and
Evangelism, in terms of Chris an life and service, are then
considered. The aim is to help students to construct a
cohesive, integrated, theological framework for
understanding and engaging with evil in its many diverse
manifesta ons. A number of ques ons at the end of each
chapter is speciﬁcally designed to encourage students to
think wider, deeper and more cri cally on the issues
covered in that chapter.

POST GRAD SUBJECTS DURING SEMESTER 1, 2017
Starts Tuesday, February 13
Enrol now! Full-time or Part-time
FEE HELP is available for Australian students

(Con nued from page 7)

both love it so much that we just bought
a 4 acre block in town. We now run 6
sheep and plan to have chickens, and
maybe a cow. It also has a massive shed.
It's our own place where we can invite
people to come and enjoy themselves
and experience the peace. Then there is
the fantastic community spirit that you
will only ever experience in a small coun‐
try town.







Old Testament Intro A*
New Testament Intro A*
Personal & Ministry Forma on A*
Interpre ng the Bible*
Doctrine of Sanc ﬁca on







New Testament Theology
Intro to Pastoral & Prac cal Theology
Research Methodology
Independent Guided Study
Research Essay

For more informa on, please call Gillian Dixon on 9243 2000.
* Subjects Oﬀered as External Studies

PBC: How can the folks associated with PBC pray for you on a regular basis?
GP: A prayer point would be to keep an eye on the work load, and to stay connected with peers.

